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F anyone of thousands of Uncle Sam’s sons of Assyrian 

ancestry now serving their country—the pictures of only 
a few of whom are appearing on the pages of this pictorial 
proudly wearing the uniform of their land—was asked to 
relate the history of his race; he, inevitably, would begin 
with— 


““My race and language are the most ancient in the world 
today. What facts do I base this claim upon? Upon 
Biblical facts, of course. As we learn from the Testaments 
that Nimrod, one of the offsprings of Noah, who became 
‘the mighty hunter before the Lord,’ organized the first 
government on earth and named it Bab-Il—the gate or 
dwelling of the god Il—or Babylon. 


“Nimrod built his Babylon on the banks of Euphrates 
River; which, with the surrounding territory, later came 
to be known as Aram (Mesopotamia). And, it was from 
this name that the Assyrian Language derived the synoni- 
mous name Aramaic, which is but another name for our 
language. He also built many other cities and gathered the 
people into them; thus creating necessity for commerce; 
which (commerce), for the first time came into being to 
enrich a state. 


“The Babylonians and Assyrians were one and the same 
people. The only difference being that, some of the people 
continued in their worship of the old Babylonian god El or 
Il; and remained to be identified as Bab-Il-onians or 
Babylonians; while others, who adopted a new god, 
Ashux, came to be called Ashur-ians or Assyrians: 


“Of the civilization of these ancestors may be Said that, 
history credits them with having originated the exact 
system of measures and weights; the invention of writing 
(the Cuneiform) by means of which the occurring events 
were recorded (history), and these recordings, later became 
the basis for the Biblical accounts of the Creation and the 
Deluge; the building of systems of canals for irrigation of 
the land and the regulation of the yearly overflow of the 
rivers, due to rains and melting snow; the building ot 
magnificent structures of baked brick, and with being the 
first to study the heavenly bodies scientifically (astronomy). 


“The year 608 B.C. saw the fall of the Assyrian Empire— 
in existence, intermittently, since 1900 B.C. and the rise 
of the New Babylonian Empire; which, also became ex- 
tinct in 538 B.C.; when Cyrus of Media conquered and 
made it a province of the Greater Persia. 


“At the time of the birth of Jesus, Aramaic was the 
principal language of Palestine—due to the destruction of 
the Kingdom of Israel by Sargon, King of Assyria, in 
722 B.C. and carrying away almost all of its inhabitants as 
slaves and replacing them by Assyrians, from Assyria. 
Jesus used Aramaic principally in his teachings and preach- 
ings. His disciples—excepting Judas—and most of his 
early converts were Galileans (Assyrian settlers who had 
accepted Jehovah, God of Israel, as the true God) and 
Christianity owes them more for the lofty position it 
enjoys today than any other people on the face of this 
earth, 


“The Gospels were originally written in Aramaic and 


carried to Mesopotamia, India and China by our Mission- 
aries in the first half of the first century A.D. 


"The first Christian church in the world was founded in 
Babylon through the efforts of Simon, called Peter. 


“Due to the lack of time, we must omit the almost 
catastrophic events that have all but eradicated our race 
since the time of Jesus. And, this will bring us down to the 


WORLD WAR I 


“TO ROM time immemorial until 1914, our people had 
been dwelling in an area known as Kurdistan, bi- 
section of which by the Turko-Persian boundary line had 
divided our people into two separate groups, each one 
living under the rule of one of the two governments. The 
one in Turkey was the stronger and had a sort of semi- 
autonomy; although, officially, not recognized as such. 


“During certain stages of that war, when the British and 
Turkish forces were battling desperately for possession of 
Mesopotamia adid its prized oilfields in Mosul district, but 
a short distance from opr sanctuary, the Turks became 
jittery and rightly or wrongly they pretended to have de- 
tected signs of favoritism on our part towards the Allies; 
and obviously surmised that as the war progressed, the 
eventual entry of Assyrians into the conflict against them 
was unavoidable. Therefore, rather than taking a wait- 
and-see attitude, they chose to take steps to nullify this 
potential threat to their rear by systematic arrests of our 
leaders and massacres of our innocent and unaware 
people. But, the Turks, who evidently had expected only a 
token resistance, got more than they really bargained for. 
For they found themselves confronted by a people who 
had learned to face adversities bravely through centuries 
of struggle for self-preservation, while living in the midst 
of hostile and unruly tribes—not of their own faith. 


“This Turkish challenge, emanating from deep-seated 
suspicions of everything non-Moslem, we were forced to 
accept: although, we were fully aware of the hopelessness 
for us in the encounter which was about to ensue. Realiz- 
ing that no outside assistance was available to them be- 
cause of geographical difficulties, our men, who preferred 
death to submission, which they knew from past experi- 
ences would result into racial suicide, armed themselves 
with every implement obtainable to resist a foe fully pre- 
pared for modern warfare. Several critical engagements 
took place between the combined Turko-Kurdish forces 
and our men, who gave a good account of themselves in 
every battle; until, we were ready to evacuate the land and 
retire across the border into Persia, in an orderly manner. 


“Here, an Assyrian force comprising of evacuees and 
their brothers on the Persian side of the border was 
formed to defend the overcrowded area against the same 
enemies, who were now pressing for the kill, augmented 
by the Moslem inhabitants of Urmia (Persia) who had 
taken arms to assist in the annihilation of our race; whose 
only vice was his Christian faith. However, with the as- 
sistance of a small Russian force, stationed in the district 
prior to the war, and what arms they could spare to par- 


tially equip our men, not only we stood our ground for 
over a year; but, we met and decisively defeated the 
enemies in several major battles that would have done 
great credit to any disciplined and well-armed army of 
any major power. And as the things stood then, we had a 
better-than-even chance of holding out indefinitely; when, 
out of nowhere, a stroke of ill-fortune, disguised as the 
great Russian revolution which deposed the Czarist 
Monarchy, assigned us to oblivion (being a devout Chris- 
tian, the Czar of Russia had undertaken to protect us from 
enemies of Christianity in that part of the world, which 
was not the case with the new revolutionary regime). 


“The order by the new regime of Russia to the army of 
occupation to withdraw from Persia, soon arrived; and 
became a signal of indescribable despair and panic to 
our, now helpless, people. And rightly so, for they could 
well conceive of what the immediate furure was holding 
in store for them, now that their only friends had for- 
saken them. 


“This event was all that was needed to cause a stampede 
that rivals the Exodus of Israelites in every respect, if not 
surpass it. Continuously harrassed by the everpressing 
enemies, and with hardly a token of interference from our 
arms-lacking men, the modern exodus began during the 
merciless winter months; when most of the refuge- 
seeking people had no more than a shirt to cover their 
emaciated bodies; no shoes to shield their bruised feet; 
and no provisions to assure subsistence to those that may 
have, miraculously, escaped the jaws of death and reached 
a haven. 


“After marching for months and covering several hun- 
dreds of miles of barren, wild and mountainous territory 
through the length of Persia, with a loss of over 140,000 
souls, a supposedly temporary refuge (we were assured by 
our allies of recurn to our homes after the termination of 
the war; but this promise was never carried out, and this 
failure left us stranded in a land that did not relish our 
presence there) was made available to the remainder— 
thousands of whom died later of hardships—in Baqubah, 
Mesopotamia, which was under British army's supervision 
at the time. 


“What has been their fate since, will take days to de- 
scribe; but briefly, about 10,000 were emigrated and settled 
in Syria; those that could, migrated to foreign soils— 
mostly America, and the balance has been reduced to an 
insignificant minority by frequent massacres in Mesopo- 
tamia; which since, has come to be known as the Kingdom 
of Iraq. And this brings us down to the 


WORLD WAR II 


“AS to the part Assyrians are playing in this war, besides 
A participating on every battlefield in this global con- 
flict, of particular importance and worth singling out is 
the combat between Iraqi army and our Levies at the 
outset of this war; when the Axis were on a rampage and 
were Overrunning weaker countries at will. At this time, 
impressed by the Axis’ easy victories, Iraq came to acon- 


clusion that there was nothing that the democracies could 
do to stop the aggressors’ avalanche; therefore decided to 
jump on their (axis) bandwagon while there was time, to 
be eligible for the spoils that were sure to follow their 
final victory. And, as its initial contribution towards the 
aggressors’ cause, it dispatched an army of 40,000 men to 
seize Habbaniah airfield (the only British held in the 
country) to be used by the German aircraft; many of 
whom. had already landed on less desirable airfields 
throughout the country. Not being prepared to defend 
the coveted field, the desperate British officers again called 
upon their friends in need (Assyrians) who had served 
them so well in the previous such predicaments, and en- 
trusted its defense to them. Our men, seeing a chance to 
do democracies one more good turn—hoping that they 
themselves will be remembered when the right moment 
arrives—they made themselves worthy of the occasion 
when 10,000 men responded to the call and soon were 
organized into a fighting force and stationed at the field 
compound. Here, a battle lasting 15 days and nights took 
place; and it resulted into a complete victory for our be- 
sieged little irregular army; which drove ahead to capture 
the capital city of the country, Bagdad, 30 miles away. 


“This Assyrian success more than anything else was 
responsible for the flight of the German-minded Prime 
Minister of Iraq, Ali al Gailani, and the eventual capitula- 
tion of the country; which, later, joined the Allied camp. 
It also was this success that made a supply route to Russia, 
through Persia, secure; as well as protected the back-door 
to Eygpt at a time when the threat to Suez Canal by 
Rommel was real and imminent. As to the connection 
between this Assyrian triumph and the now historic 
eventual defeat of the Axis in Africa and the subsequent 
invasion of Europe through Italy, is left to you to judge. 


“And now, as the war has passed its crucial stages, time. 


will surely come‘ when at a future date the Axis oppression 
has been crushed by the might of our people, and when 
the nations of the earth will gather about a peace table 
to plan the future world on foundations of liberty and 
justice everywhere’ it is my hope and prayer that the 
people of my race will not be treated as outcasts and made 
to roam the world as vagabonds continuously, as they 
have been since the peace table planning of the first war. 
For what took place then, is a shameful history now, and 
its repetition would seal our fate forever. 


“Our aspirations do not include a totally independent 
state; but, as an enlightened people we have right to seek 
protection for “our race, when we have won this war. And 
this, I believe, we have well-earned through our sacrifices 
made twice within a quarter of a century in fights against 
aggression and tyranny. 


“My race's contribution towards the allied cause in this 
war is over 50,000 men: and many of them already have 
performed deeds of heroism that will keep alive the martial 
honor of our race for years to come.” 


Alexander J. Oraham 


Assyrian Americans of Chicago 
who are serving in the armed forces 
of their country 


ASSYRIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
of Chicago, Inc. 
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